
7,000 HOURS
of research and writing by 
authors and contributors

HOURS
spent by developmental editors
reading multiple drafts of revised
chapters, querying authors, 
synthesizing faculty feedback 
and crafting the layout of each
page

HOURS
spent by developmental artists
evaluating every �gure in the 
text and creating sketches
for new and improved 
�gures

HOURS
spent by production editors to
typeset, create page layout, 
check and proofread pages, 
revise pages and create �nal
�les for the printer

HOURS
spent reviewing the �nal pages

BIOLOGISTS
reviewed all 55 chapters for both
accuracy and currency

Factors that contribute to 
the �nal retail price of a textbook:

Investments in technology
Includes development of both digital 
platform and integrated curriculum 
technology 

Bookstore mark-ups
Determined by bookstores and 
a�ected by a number of factors - 
such as operational costs and 
�nancial obligations to the institution

In�ation
Accounts for the lion’s share of most
years’ annual increases in textbook
prices

A textbook looks like a simple, easy-to-use learning tool.  Between its covers, however, are years
of exhaustive research, precise thought and contributions from dozens of experts.  The cost of 
developing a single new textbook and the accompanying materials can exceed $1 million.  

PERSON YEARS
OF WORK WENT INTO THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF THIS ONE, 
NEW EDITION

WHAT AFFECTS THE
PRICE OF A TEXTBOOK?

ADDITIONAL FACTORS

8,800 

2,630 

3,300 

1,000 
245 

13.8 

*Data taken from the development of Campbell Reece, Biology, 7th Edition

I N F O R M A T I O N   S E R I E S
More more information visit us at SolutionsForStudentSuccess.org


